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The School Board may meet in closed session only to discuss subject matter within the 

scope of state statutes.  No discussions of any matter shall be held and no action taken of 

any kind, formal or informal, by the Board while in executive session, except as 

specifically authorized by law. 

 

Board members who, under this policy, join and participate in a meeting remotely via 

technology may participate in open sessions of such virtual meetings to the same extent 

as if they were physically present, including discussing items of business and making and 

voting upon motions, except that Board members may not participate remotely in any 

evidentiary, due-process hearing, whether in open session or closed session, unless the 

Board affirmatively votes to permit such participation and has either (a) obtained the 

voluntary consent of the necessary parties to the hearing; or (b) determined, based on 

advice of counsel, that applicable law (including any order or decree issued to protect 

public health) requires the Board to allow such participation under the circumstances.   

The Board’s preferred setting and forum for conducting any closed session portion of a 

Board meeting is an in-person meeting, with a physical quorum of the Board being 

present and without the remote participation of any Board members. Accordingly:  

1. If a physical quorum of the Board is present at the duly-noticed location of a 

Board meeting and there is no order, decree, or declaration related to the 

emergency that prohibits the entire Board from attending the meeting in 

person, then nothing in this policy grants any Board member who is not 

physically present at such location a right to attend or otherwise participate in 

a closed session.  

2. In the event that the Board considers a motion to convene in closed session 

during a virtual meeting held under this policy when either (1) a physical 

quorum of the Board is not present at the duly-noticed meeting location; or (2) 

there is an order, decree, or declaration related to the emergency that expressly 

prohibits the entire Board from attending the meeting in person, the presiding 

officer of the meeting shall poll each member of the Board who wishes to 

participate in the closed session from a remote location, and each such Board 

member will be asked to expressly affirm that the Board member has taken 

appropriate precautions to safeguard the privacy and integrity of the closed 

session, including but not limited to precautions that would reasonably ensure 

that the closed session is not being recorded without the Board’s permission 

and that no non-authorized person can hear or access the discussions or other 

confidential information. The members of the Board may take the response(s) 

to the request for such affirmations into account in determining whether to 

authorize or potentially postpone the closed session.   



Before the Board convenes in closed session, a majority vote of the Board members 

present shall be required and the Board President shall announce to those present the 

nature of the business to be considered at the closed session and the specific exemption(s) 

under law by which the session is authorized.  The Board shall take a roll call vote to 

convene in closed session. 

 

Public notice shall be given of all closed sessions in accordance with state law and Board 

policy. 

 

LEGAL REF.: Sections 19.84(6), 19.85 Wisconsin Statutes 

 

CROSS REF.: 189 Remote Participation at Board Meetings 
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